^What  ym  Qan^o 

First,  you  or  your  organization  can  sponsor  the 
action,  .-^dd  your  name  to  the  sponsor  list  of  the  Puerto 
Rican  Solidarity  Day  Committee. 

Second,  you  can  become  a  sustainer.  Your  contribu¬ 
tion  of  $100.00  (made  in  one  payment  or  several)  fora 
special  seat  on  the  garden  floor  will  help  us  to  raise  the 
funds  that  we  need  to  finance  the  event. 

\  ou  can  buy  a  block  of  tickets.  Mobilize  your  friends 
and  associates,  your  organization,  your  work  place.  Buy 
tickets  in  blocks  of  50! 

You  can  send  a  contribution  as  “kick-off”  money  to 
get  our  office  going  and  our  Committee  off  the  ground. 

We  need  your  support  to  make  this  action  a  success. 
Please  fill  in  the  coupon  below,  detacb  and  mail  to: 

The  Puerto  Rican  Solidarity  Day  Committee 
P.O.  Box  319,  Cooper  Station 
New  York,  N.Y.  10003 
(212)  673-0540 

□  1/my  organization  wish(es)  to  sponsor  the 
demonstration  at  Madison  Square  Garden.  Please  use  my 
name  on  your  sponsor  list. 

□  1/we  wish  to  be  a  sustainer  of  tbe  Committee.  Here  is 
my  check  for  $100,  which  entitles  me  to  a  special  seat 
on  the  garden  floor  during  the  activity. 

□  I/we  wish  to  purchase  a  block  of  tickets.  Send 
information. 

□  Here  is  a  contribution  for  “kick-off”  money. 

□  I/we  would  like  to  contribute  some  time.  Get  in 
touch  and  put  us  to  work. 

Name _ _ ... 

.\ddress _ _ _ _ 

Phone  _ _ 


THE  MOMENT  OF  UNITY  IS  HERE.  It  is  up  to  us, 
people  living  in  the  U.S.,  to  make  the  government  stop 
its  illegal  and  immoral  activity  in  Puerto  Rico,  to  pull 
out  its  troops  and  stop  its  repressive  intervention— to  get 
out  of  the  Puerto  Rican  people’s  lives. 

On  May  1,  1974  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party 
called  for  a  massive  demonstration  of  support  for  the 
struggle  of  the  Puerto  Rican  people  for  their  independ¬ 
ence  in  New  York  on  October  27,  1974. 

WE  CALL  ON  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  TO  SHOW  CONCRETE  SUPPORT  FOR  THE 
STRUGGLE  OT  THE  PUERTO  RICAN  PEOPLE  IN 
THIS  MASSIVE  NATIONAL  MOBILIZATION. 

There,  20,000  of  us— Puerto  Rican,  white  and  Afro- 
American,  Mexican,  Chicano,  Asian,  Native  American— 
will  demand: 

INDEPENDENCE  FOR  PUERTO  RICO! 

A  BI  CENTENNIAL  WITHOUT  COLONIES! 


We  who  are  making  this  call  are  the  National  Board  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  Solidarity  Day  Committee  and  the  Committee’s 
local  chapters  and  support  committees.  , 

New  York, 
May,  1974 


^6cdl 


“  at^Madison  Sqtuire Qarderij 
on  October  27  in  Support 
^Ihe  %idepen^n^ 

^ Puerto 


residerf^  ^the  Un% 


declare  our  sumiortjor  the'd)ecen^rl973,  history -makw^ 
United JVatims^  reso(uti6hrecoyniziny '-910  inalienable,  riyht ^th^eople  of^erto^o  to 
self -determination  and  inc^pen^ncei,’ &  derr(and  a^i-QentenmqfWitfigut  polonies. 

because:  PUERTO  RICO  IS  A  CLASSICAL  COLONY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  This  has  been  true  since  the  1898  invasion  by  United  States  troops,  which  violated  the 
autonomous  political  status,  ceded  to  Puerto  Rico  by  Spain  a  year  earlier.  Although  Puerto  Rico  today  supposedly  has  its  own  government  and  constitution,  in  fact  the  U.S. Congress 
has  jurisdiction  over  eighty-five  vital  areas  of  Puerto  Rican  political  and  economic  life.  These  include  migration  and  emigration,  citizenship,  currency,  trade  relationships  with  other 
countries,  labor  relations,  communications,  postal  service,  maintenance  of  an  army,  and  military  use  of  land  (13%  of  Puerto  Rico’s  best  agricultural  land  is  occupied  by  U.S.  military 
bases.)  In  1917,  Puerto  Ricans  were  deprived  of  their  rights  of  a  nation  and  forced  to  become  U.S.  citizens,  in  time  to  be  drafted  into  the  World  War  I  army. 


THIS  POLITICAL  CONTROL  IS  DEEPENED  BY 
ECONOMIC  DEPENDENCE.  North  American  corpor¬ 
ations  control  85%  of  all  industry  in  Puerto  Rico.  These 
corporations,  exempt  from  taxes  and  benefitting  from 
the  low  wage-scale,  extract  huge  profits.  A  dramatic 
example  of  this  economic  colonialism  is  the  esccdating 
investment  in  the  petro-chemical  industry  on  the  island 
over  the  last  15  years.  Puerto  Rico  now  refines  a 
significant  amount  of  the  oil  used  in  the  United  States. 
Thus,  the  ecologically  hazardous  refining  process  re¬ 
mains  under  full  control  of  U.S.  oil  intere;sts  without 
endangering  the  North  American  continent. 

For  the  Puerto  Rican  people  this  means  that  indus¬ 
trial  development  is  based  on  the’  needs  of  North 
.\merican  industry.  Puerto  Ricans  piodtjjce.what  they 
cannot  consume  and  consume  what  "they,  do  not  pro¬ 
duce.  In  fact,  Puerto  Rico  is  the  fourth,  lar.gest  market 
for  U.S. -produced  goods  in  the  world!  .  / 

U.S.  control  of  Puerto  Rico  has  created  a  life  and 
death  crisis  for  this  nation  of  four  million  people,  with  a' 
history  of  more  than  four  hundred  years.  U.S.  domina¬ 
tion  stifles  any  real  economic  development  on  the 
island,  bringing  starvation  wages  and  a  cost  of  living 
even  higher  than  in  the  U.S.,  and  causing  chronic 
unemployment  for  30%  of  the  workers.  Forced  to  look 
for  work,  over  one  and  one-half  million  Puerto  Ricans 
migrated  to  the  United  States.  Those  who  leave  face 
brutal  racist  oppression  on  the  mainland,  live  in  the 


worst  slums  or  migrant  camps,  and  find  only  the  lowest 
paying  jobs  available. 

The  corrupt  government  of  Puerto  Rico,  unwilling 
and  unable  to  resolve  the  people’s  problems,  and  losing 
popular  support,  has  become  more  repressive.  Five 
political  prisoners,  members  of  the  Nationalist  Party  of 
Puerto  Rico,  have  been  in  U.S.  jails  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  Today  there  are  mounting  political 
arrests,  constant  police  brutality,  and  threats  on  the 
lives  of  political  activists.  Right-wing  groups,  with 
proven  financial  ties  to  the  CIA,  have  been  linked  to 
several  bombings  of  Claridad  a  pro-independence  news¬ 
paper,  and  attacks  on  the  offices  of  both  the  Puerto 
Rican  Socialist  Party  (PSP)  and  the  Puerto  Rican  Inde¬ 
pendence  Party  (PIP). 

THESE  REALITIES  HAVE  NOT  GONE  UN- 
CH.^LLENGED.  From  the  very 'beginning  at  the  time  of 
the  Spanish  invasion,  Puerto  Rico  has  had  a  long  history 
of  anti-colonial  struggle,  with  traditions  of  courage  and 
resistance.  Today,  the  Puerto  Rican  independence  move¬ 
ment  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Labor  strikes  this 
past  year— on  a  national  level— have  halted  all  trucking, 
municipal  transportation,  school  services,  sanitation 
collection,  electrical  and  power  utilities  operations.  The 
student  movement,  the  most  militant  sector  of  thfe 
independence  movement  since  the  early  sixties,  has 
closed  down  the  University  twice  this  year— once  in 
support  of  labor  struggles. 


This  resistance  brought  the  colonial  condition  of  the 
Puerto  Rican  people  to  the  attention  of  the  nations  of 
the  world.  Last  year,  after  listening  to  Ruben  Berrios 
and  Juan  Mari  Bras,  the  leaders  of  the  Puerto  Rican 

Independence  Party  and  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist 
Party,  in  a  precedent-setting  moment  the  United 
Nations  approved  the  resolution  which  declared  that 
Puerto  Rico  has  the  right  to  independence  and  in¬ 
structed  the  United  States  and  the  corporations  under 
its  jurisdiction  to  refrain  from  any  measures— economic 
or  social— which  might  serve  as  an  obstacle  to  de¬ 
colonization.  Current  U.S.  plans  for  building  a  supevport 
petroleum  complex  and  massive  strip  mining  for  copper 
in  the  central  mountain  range  clearly  show  that  the 
United  States  intends  to  ignore  this  resolution. 

The  United  States  government  continues  to  deny  the 
existence  of  the  massive  independence  movement.  The 
mass  media  maintains  a  conspiracy  of  silence  about  it, 
promoting  the  myth  that  Puerto  Rico  is  the  “showcase 
of  democracy.” 

In  1976,  the  United  States  will  celebrate  its  200th 
anniversary  as  a  nation.  It  is  a  farce  to  speak  of 
celebrating  the  1776  revolution  against  colonialism 
while  denying  freedom  to  another  people.  The  millions 
of  Americans  who  continue  to  oppose  U.S.  imperi2ilism 
in  Vietnam  must  also  join  in  demanding  an  end  to  U.S. 
domination  of  the  courageous  Puerto  Rican  people. 

continued  on  back 
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Puerto  '^ican 
Solit^rity  ^ay  QorriyiiMee 

The  Puerto  Rican  Solidarity  Day  Commiltcc  is  a 
nation-wide  committee  of  all  peoples  and  nationalities 
in  the  United  States.  Its  purpose  is  to  demonstrate 
support  for  the  independence  of  Puerto  Rico.  The 
Committee  has  branches  in  major  cities  across  the 
country.  The  National  Board  of  the  Committee 
includes: 

Ramon  Arbona,  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party* 

EllaJ.  Baker 

Fran  Beal,  Third  World  Women’s  Alliance 
Clyde  Bellecourt,  American  Indian  Movement 
Father  Phillip  Berrigan 

Ben  Chavis,  National  Alliance  Against  Racist  and 
Political  Repression 

Noam  Chomsky,  M.I.T. 

Burt  Corona,  CASA,  Hcrmandad  General  de 
Trabajadores 

David  Dellinger,  Liberation  Magazine 
James  Forman 

David  Garcia,  Pricst-in-Charge,  St.  Mark’s  Church 
Corky  Gonzalez,  Crusade  for  Justice 

Arthur  Kinoy,  Interim  Committee  for  a  Mass 
Party  of  the  People 

Mary  Kochiyama,  Asian  Americans  for  Action 
Antonio  Rodriguez,  National  Committee  to  Free 
Los  Tres 

Irwin  Silber,  Guardian 

Cora  Weiss,  Women’s  Strike  for  Peace 

*Organizations  given  for  identification  only 
all  labor  donated 


